CATHOLIC CEMETERIES - ARCHDIOCESE OF TORONTO

ASSUMPTION CATHOLIC CEMETERY
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6933 Tomken Road, Mississauga (905) 670-8801
Maltese Section, Mausoleum, Cremation and Monument Lots.
Visit our website at www.catholic-cemeteries.com
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PINSA ROMANA AND ITALIAN CUISINE
First & Only certified Pinseria in Toronto

Catering available for large party events
Take-out & Order Online
Tuesday - Sunday at 4pm - 9pm
3076 Dundas St W, Toronto, ON M6P 178
416 766 3841 - www.vengacucina.ca

_JYNETT FUNERAL HOME

Proud to Serve irt Your Conimitirity

At a time of need, or when planning ahead,
rely on the trusted specialists.
Call 416 767-1176

LYNETT FUNERAL HOME

3299, Dundas Street West, Toronto
(One block east of Runnymede)

MALTA BAKE SHOP
3256 DUNDAS STREET WEST

Tel: (416) 769-2174

email: maltabakeshopltd@gmail.com
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Compliments of

3336 Dundas St. W
Toronto, Ontario
M6P 2A4

Tel: 416- 763-5317

Frogen Pastizz are available at:

3 Consulate General
§ *  of the Republic of Malta

//'? 3280 Bloor St. W., Suite 1060 Festa San Gorg

Centre Tower- 10™ Floor
Etobicoke, ON M8X 2X3

NEW! Tel.: +1 437 293 8720

Compliments of

www.festasangorg.ca
tasta Oban Gorg Assoviation

Email: maltaconsulate.toronto@gov.mt

AMANTINE ovtelli
SECURITY @ 5
SYSTEM

24 hour Monitoring

‘Windows and Doors Ltd.

Entry Doors, Vinyl & Alumimum Windows.
Rooling and Favestroughing, General
Contracting.

Angelo Portelli
Free Estimate
Home (905) 812-0697; Cell (416) 827-4872

Professional Security Systems
Marc Gove  (905) 454-4855

MALTA BAND CLUB

5745 Coopers Avenue
Mississauga, ON L4Z 1R9

Hall for Rent

Weddings - Baptisms - Showers
Private Functions
Tel: (905) 890-8507

In support of the St. Paul The Apostle Parish community
Ryan Fenech
Sales Representative
416.618.9459 | ryanfenech@rogers.com

% o) [ il Realty Inc. Brokerage

% MELITA MAINTENANCE INC. Compliments of

Tony Saliba - Bonded & Insured

24 Hour Service - Complete Janitorial Service
Roofing, Paving/Concrete, Line marking,
Carpet Cleaning - Window Cleaning
Power Sweeping & Power Washing
General Contracting.
Bus: 416-762-6302 Cell: 416-315-5814

Lehen Malti

416-571-3944
lehenmalti@hotmail.com

roudly supporting the community of

THINKING ABOUT BUYING OR SELLING?
I eam

SANDI§A MIFSUD

roker

647-272-4657
Mifsud.Sandra@Gmail.com
sandramifsud.ca

R E/MAX\U%;I:IM&:!:E

Notintended fo solict clients under contract.

A L Attard Plumbing Ltd
416-881-PIPE (7473)

"ﬂlppmll'"

Messina Bakery, Solero Bakery, Molisana Bakery;
Atlantic Bakery; Malta Band Clnb; 1 zsboa Bakery;

Coppa’s Fine Foods; Highland Farmis; Mama Malta -’-
Pastizz; Cedar Nights; Bolton’s Convenience; Mary-
land 1 ariety; Connor’s Cones & Café; varions No MeadowBrook

Frills;
and more than other 30 locations close by
Contact us for more information

- Always ready to help you -

PR X

Residential / Commercial / Industrial
‘ Blocked drains & sewers
Boilers / Snow Melt / In-floor heating
Backflow installation & testing

Government Rebates

R ELY

CUSTOM HOME BUILDING SINCE 1998
LEPREVO.CA




S, Paul the Apostle Maltese-Canadian Parish

3224 Dundas Street West,
Toronto, Ontario M6P 2A3, Tel 416-767-7054
Email: stpaultheapostleto@archtoronto.org

Pastoral Team
Fr. Roy Francis Farrell

Pastor
Deacon Raymond Frendo

Permanent Deacon

MASS SCHEDULE

Daily morning Mass:

Monday, Wednesday & Friday
9:15am (Maltese/English)
Tuesday & Thursday

9:15am (English)

‘Weekend Masses:

Saturday: 4:30pm (English)
Sunday:

9:00am (English)

10:30am (Maltese/English)
12:00pm (English)

Weekly Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament: Every
Wednesday 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Secretary
Mrs. Rita Apalit

OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Friday
9:00am to 4:30pm
(Priest is always available by

appointment)

SACRAMENTS

Baptism: Please contact the
priests. Baptisms are

held on the first Saturday of the
month at 10:30am

Marriages: Contact the priest
one year in advance of the
wedding. A marriage preparation
course in mandatory.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
First Friday: 8:40am to 9:10am
Saturdays: 3:45pm to 4:15pm
Anytime by appointment.
Anointing of the Sick:

Contact the priests. Parishioners
are reminded that this is not a
sacrament that should be left for
the last possible minute. Itisa
Sacrament for the sick, not just

for the dying.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Gospel Summary

In today’s Gospel we hear the story of the
Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth, her cousin. We
are told that upon Mary’s arrival the infant in
Elizabeth’s womb leaped for joy. That infant is
John the Baptist. John will grow up to become
the prophet who prepares the way for the child
within Mary’s womb—1Jesus, the Lord.

Reflection for Parents

When the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary, he
told her that Elizabeth was already in her sixth
month of pregnancy. Mary again models true
discipleship for us. Even though she too is with
child and could easily choose to stay home, she
says yes to helping and serving her elderly
cousin. Today’s Gospel tells us that she traveled
“in haste” to do so. Take time today to consider
older family members or neighbors who need
your help and support. As Advent days
continue, how will you say yes to serving them?

Bringing the Good News Into Your Family
Plan a family visit to an older friend or relative
you haven’t seen in awhile. Decide on a special
gift or treat to take to that person. Once with
him or her, give your friend or relative the gift of
your presence—a listening ear, time, and a
helping hand.

Discussion Starters

1. One of my favorite relatives is . . .

2. Something that fills me with joy is . ..

3. This week I will share the gift of joy by . . .
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jON DECEMBER 25™, 26™ & 27",

December 22, 2024

-WE WILL REOPEN ON MONDAY, !
| DECEMBER 307TH *** I

Visit Our Website

www.stpaultheapostleto.archtor
onto.org

®

®

Mass Intentions

Saturday, December 21
4:30pm
¢ +Vincenza Darmanin

Sunday, December 22

Fourth Sunday of Advent

9:00am

e Missa Pro Populo

10:30am

e +Nenu Dingli

+Cory, Joseph Bigeni & Family
+Charles Camilleri

¢ +Emanuel, Carmela, Tessie &
Joseph Psaila

+Emanuel Cutajar

e +Rita Zammit

12:00 noon

e +Maria Fenech

Monday, December 23
9:15 am
o +Rita Caruana

Tuesday, December 24

9:15 am - Advent Mass

Christmas Eve

8:00 pm & Midnight

e Forliving & deceased
Parishioners

Wednesday, December 25

Christmas Day

9:00am, 10:30 am & 12 noon

o Forliving & deceased
Parishioners

Thursday, December 26
9:15 am
e +Dorothy Dileo

‘| Friday, December 27

9:15 am
e +Doris Micallef, Joseph &
Catherine Micallef

As we draw close to the Feast of Christmas, the Church invites us to reflect on the beautiful gospel of the
Annunciation. God sent the Angel Gabriel to Nazareth where Mary lived. The angel says to her: “Hail, full of
grace, the Lord is with you.” The Virgin gives her full consent to the divine will: “Be it done unto me
according to your word.” From this moment on, she accepts her vocation and begins to put it into practice.
Her vocation is to be Mother of God. In the exercise of her Motherhood, she was adorned with all the graces
and privileges, which made her a worthy abode for the Most High.

For each one of us, our vocation is the central theme of our lives. To follow and to love one’s own vocation is
the most important and fulfilling thing in life. God gives us the graces that we need each day, each moment of
our lives to say “yes”, to be faithful to him. As we continue our journey to Christmas let us ask the blessed
Virgin to make us contemplatives, to teach us to recognize the constant calls from God when he knocks at the
door of our heart.

During this season of Advent, we are reminded of the importance of preparation, both in our external lives
and within our hearts. Advent is a time of waiting and anticipation, but it is also a time of action and
reflection. We prepare not just for the celebration of Christmas, but for the coming of Christ into our lives in
new and profound ways. Just as Mary prepared to become the Mother of God, we too are called to prepare
ourselves to receive Christ more fully.

Mary’s response to the Angel Gabriel is a model of perfect obedience and trust in God’s plan. Despite the
uncertainty and potential challenges ahead, she embraced her vocation with grace and humility. Her “yes” to
God’s call is an inspiration to us all, encouraging us to respond to God’s invitations in our own lives with the
same openness and faith.

As we light the candles on our Advent wreaths and participate in the various traditions of this holy season, let
us also light the candles of hope, peace, joy, and love in our hearts. These virtues are the hallmarks of the
Christmas season and should be the guiding principles of our lives. In a world that often seems filled with
darkness, we are called to be beacons of Christ’s light, reflecting His love and mercy to those around us.

Let us also remember that the first Christmas was marked by simplicity and humility. God chose to come into
the world as a helpless baby, born in a humble manger. This profound act of love reminds us that true
greatness is found not in power or wealth, but in humility and service. No one is afraid of a tiny child, and
through this vulnerable beginning, God invites us into a relationship based on trust and love.

As we continue our Advent journey, let us take time to reflect on our own vocations and the ways in which
we can say “yes” to God’s call in our lives. May the Blessed Virgin Mary intercede for us, helping us to
become contemplative in spirit, attentive to God’s presence, and responsive to His will. In this way, we
prepare not only for the celebration of Christmas but for the ongoing transformation of our hearts and lives in
Christ.

May the joy and peace of this holy season fill our hearts and homes, and may we carry the light of Christ into
the world, bringing hope and love to all we encounter. Amen.

Christmas Blessing for Families to Pray During Their Family Meal:

Heavenly Father, we thank You for Your Son's birth and His life. Help us remember that He
is the reason for this season. We are grateful for our family and friends, and for the oppor-
tunity to gather and enjoy a Christmas meal together. Thank You for providing this meal
before us. Let us not forget those who have no families or no place to celebrate and share a
Christmas meal. Bless our fellowship as we celebrate this Christmas season. Amen.
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