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priests. Baptisms are
held on the first Saturday of the
month at 10:30am

Marriages: Contact the priest
one year in advance of the
wedding. A marriage preparation
course in mandatory.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
First Friday: 8:40am to 9:10am
Saturdays: 4:45pm to 5:15pm
Anytime by appointment.

Anointing of the Sick:

Contact the priests. Parishioners
are reminded that this is not a
sacrament that should be left for
the last possible minute. Itisa
Sacrament for the sick, not just

for the dying.

May 5, 2024

Bringing the Good News Into Your Family
In today’s Gospel, Jesus asks us to love others the
way he has loved and continues to love us. It is
easy to love those who love us in return. But what
about those we find to be difficult to love? Invite
family members to quietly think about those
persons in their lives. Then, without naming
names, brainstorm ways to show Jesus’ love to
those who are difficult to love. Encourage each
family member to put at least one idea into action
in the coming week.

Discussion Starters

1. One person who always makes me feel loved
and welcomed is . . .

2. One person [ know who needs to be invited
into the circle of God’s love is . . .

3. One thing I can do to remain in God’s love is . .

Reprinted courtesy of RCL Benziger,

e Missa Pro Populo.

Monday, May 6
o +Joanna Toni Maureen Mungal

Tuesday, May 7
e +John Azzopardi

Wednesday, May 8
e FrRoyFarrell - 25th Anniversary of
Ordination to the Priesthood

Thursday, May 9

Ascension of the Lord
e +Dirceu Teixeira

Friday, May 10
e +Luzia Martins
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Frzom our Pastor’s Desk...

In this week’s reflection, I invite you to delve into the profound significance of
reciting the rosary - a timeless practice that unites countless hearts in prayer. As we
explore its depths, we discover not only a cherished devotion but also a pathway to
encounter God’s grace.

The Month of May: A Tribute to Mary: The Church designates May as a
special month dedicated to Mary, the Mother of God. During these days, we honour
her unwavering faith, her pivotal role in salvation history, and her tender intercession
for humanity.

Louie Pasteur’s Final Comfort: Louie Pasteur’s poignant story underscores the comforting power
of the rosary. As he faced the threshold of eternity, he clung to this prayer, finding solace in its rhythm
and the presence of Mary. His dying moments became a testament to the peace that the rosary brings.

Mary’s “Yes” and World Transformation: Reflect on Mary’s simple yet profound response to
the angel Gabriel: “Let it be done to me according to your word.” Her fiat changed the course of
history. Through her obedience, she became the vessel through which God entered our broken world.
Her “yes” echoes across time, inviting us to surrender to God’s will.

The Rosary: A Spiritual Treasure Next to the Mass: The rosary stands as a precious treasure
within the Church. It weaves together Scripture, prayer, and meditation. As we hold the beads, we
embark on a journey through the life of Jesus and Mary, guided by the Mysteries.

The Mysteries: Windows into Divine Love: The rosary’s Mysteries—Joyful, Sorrowful, Glorious,
and Luminous—invite us to contemplate pivotal moments. Each bead becomes a window into Christ’s
life, Mary’s love, and our own journey. Take time to ponder these mysteries, allowing Scripture
passages to illuminate your heart.

Overcoming Distractions: Distractions inevitably arise during prayer. When they do, turn to the
Holy Spirit. Ask for His gentle guidance. He understands our human frailty and leads us back to the
heart of the rosary.

Mary’s Intercession: A Channel of Graces: When we recite the rosary with trust in Mary’s
intercession, we open our hearts to abundant graces. She, the first disciple of Christ, stands ready to
shower blessings upon us. Her maternal love envelops our petitions, carrying them to the throne of
God.

In conclusion, let the rosary be your spiritual companion—a garland of roses woven with faith, hope,
and love. As you hold each bead, remember that you join a vast chorus of believers, echoing the
prayers of generations. May Mary, our Mother, guide you deeper into the heart of Christ.

& ROSE FOR MOM

To pay tribute to our deceased mothers, during Mother's Day weekend, we will
be recording their names. Volunteers will be available at the back of the church
to assist.

Then, on the weekend of Mother's Day, flowers will be put next to the
Remembrance Book placed in the sanctuary. The Remembrance Book will list
h all the names you would have provided.

We kindly ask for an amount of $5.00 per intention to help cover the cost.

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for
one’s friends” are the beautiful words we hear from Jesus in the Gospel today. Jesus goes on to say
that He no longer calls us servants but His friends. This is the radical truth of our faith. That God
became man in order to befriend us and show His love for us through His death on the cross. As
stewards we too are called to befriend Christ and lay down our lives for Him. While the most literal
way to lay down our life is to become a martyr for the faith, few are actually called to this type of
death. It is more likely that we are called to lay down our lives by sacrificing our own wills and own
comforts for the sake of the Kingdom. Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI says, “The world promises you
comfort, but you were not made for comfort. You were made for greatness.” This is how we can
display love’s greatest act in our lives, to live not for ourselves but to live for the Gospel. As stewards,
we can live for the Gospel by giving our time and talents to our parish community. Our lives are made
out of time, so to freely offer our time to help serve those in our community is a beautiful way to
lovingly give to others. Likewise, to give of ourselves through the sharing of our talents is another way
to lay down our lives for Christ and the Church. Let us strive to commit more faithfully to our call of

stewardship.

As stewards, we are called to befriend Christ and lay down our lives for Him for there is “no greater
love than this.” Since it’s unlikely that we’ll be called to martyrdom, we are instead called to lay down
our lives by sacrificing our own wills and own comforts for the sake of the Kingdom. Let us strive to
accomplish this through a renewed commitment to stewardship.

Taken from excerpts from the Archdiocese of Toronto website.
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Your ShareLife gift is a lifeline to families in need

Many individuals and families silently suffer from
depression, anxiety, grief and trauma. ShareLife-
supported Catholic Family Services agencies
provide a lifeline to those dealing with mental
health challenges.

“Your generosity allows us to assist some of the
most vulnerable and marginalized members of our
community. Without access to free support, they
would be left alone and unable to get the help
they need. Each donation impacts a life for the
better. Thank you.” — Elizabeth Pierce, Catholic
Family Services of Durham

Thus far we have raised $4,455.00 toward our
goal of $16,000.00. Please give at the parish using
a SharelLife envelope, online through our parish
website, or at sharelife.org/donate.

VOCATION REFLECTION The greatest love
story that ever happened: God’s continuing love
for His people. All God asks is “Love one another
as I have loved you”. The world really needs to
see people who are trying to love others with all
their hearts. Priests, religious and deacons can be
excellent examples of this love. If you are willing
to answer God’s call, call Fr. Matt McCarthy,
Director of Vocations, Archdiocese of Toronto at
416-968-0997.

vocations@archtoronto.org www.vocationstoronto.ca

Catholic Education Week — May 5 - 10
“We Are Called To Love”

During Catholic Education Week we give thanks
for the gift of publicly funded Catholic Education
in our province. Catholic schools foster supportive
communities where children can experience the
joy of God’s love and understand the Christian
mission in the world.

Together, our parishes, educators and families
sow and nurture the seeds of faith with the next
generation of Catholics, encouraging them to live
lives of holiness and Christian witness as one body
in Christ.

To indicate your support of Catholic education
and sign-up for email updates, visit:
www.togetherinfaith.ca

POPE’S PASTORAL WORKS

F4*  Next weekend (May 12) there will
s be a special collection for the Pope’s
J| Pastoral Works. The Papal Charities
collection allows the Pope to
contribute to various charitable
causes around the world, particularly toward
aiding the victims of war, famine and natural
disasters.

Envelopes are included with this bulletin, and can
also be found at the back of the church.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!
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