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The Ascension of the Lord - C




Pastors thoughts ...

Speaking about this feast-day, Pope Francis made a beautiful reflection:

“This feast contains two elements. On one hand, it directs our look to Heaven, where Jesus, glorified, is seated at the
right hand of God. On the other, it recalls the beginning of the Church’s mission: why? Because Jesus risen and

ascended into Heaven sends His disciples to spread the
Gospel throughout the world; therefore, the Ascension
exhorts us to raise our gaze to Heaven, to then turn it
back immediately to earth, carrying out the tasks that
the Risen Lord has entrusted to us.”

Yes, I do have to look towards Heaven. Not in a
nostalgic way akin to the look of someone looking at an
airplane on which a loved one has just departed. But
because I have to keep reminding myself that I
constantly need Him to be able to fulfil my mission.
That look, then, necessarily turns towards the world
around me, wherever I happen to be. It is here that I
now have to continue Jesus’ mission. The need to be
truly able to love both God and neighbor is seen and
felt all around me.

Sharing in the mission of Jesus might seem a daunting
task. A number of questions and doubts may come to
mind. Am I worthy? Probably not. Have I got what it
takes? On my own, definitely not! But unlike the case
of a student trying to imitate his master, what makes it
possible in my case is not simply the inspiration coming
from what the master has already done. It is, rather, a
power coming from the master himself. He has
promised to give the Holy Spirit, the same Spirit He
had. This is what is being promised today, and what we
shall celebrate on Pentecost Sunday.

- Fr Mario

In the Bible we have two books which were written by St Luke: the Gospel and the “Acts
of the Apostles”. The first one tells us about the life of Jesus and his message, while in the
latter we have an account of how the first community of believers lived this message.
Both books are addressed to a certain Theophilus, a name which means “lover of God”.
We can say, therefore that these are written for you and I since all of us are people who
love God. Interestingly, the story of the ascension of Jesus into heaven (today’s
celebration) is the link which connects both books - it concludes the Gospel and opens
the second book ... and both have a common message.

Both Ascension narratives of Luke (the one in the Acts of the Apostles and in the other
one in his Gospel), come with a mission. The disciple of Jesus is not supposed to stay
there, “standing, looking into the sky”. He is, rather, to be a “witness” of Jesus, sharing with others all that Jesus is
and stands for. In particular, he is to preach “repentance for the forgiveness of sins to all the nations”.
been, essentially, the mission of Jesus when he was on this earth. It is the possibility of a new life, free from sin -
free, that is, from all that hinders us from being free enough to love God and neighbor.

PARISH DINNER - A GREAT NIGHT TOGETHER!
Saturday, June 11th, at 6:30pm

Welcoming back Fr Ivano, and farewelling Fr Giovann
For Bookings, contact Freda ( 416-762-1891) or the Rectory

e Bruschetta
Adults: §40

Children 5-12 yrs: $20
Children 0-5 yrs: free

e Lasagna

e Veal cutlet with mushrooms,
potatoes, mixed vegies

e Salad & buns
o Dessert, coffee and tea
e (Cash Bar

SHARE LIFE SUNDAY WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY
Next Weekend we have our third ShareLife This Sunday is the 56th World Communications Day.
Sunday Collection. This year’s theme is “Listening with the Ear of the

Heart”. The following extracts are taken from the letter

ShareLife supports more than 40 agencies across the ) : i
of Pope Francis for this occasion:

archdiocese, providing vital health, social and
community services to those in need. “A respected doctor, accustomed to treating the wounds
“It truly means the wotld to members of vulnerable of the sou.l, Wwas once ask.ed what the greatest nee.d of
populations whom we serve. You help remove human bemgs. is. He replied: “T}}e bqundless desire to be
barriers faced by Deaf adults, youth, children, heard”. A desire that ofFen remains hidden, but that
infants, and their families. You are a partner in challenges anyone who is called upon to be an ecl.ucgtor or
transforming lives.” — Kelly MacKenzie, Executive formator, or who otherwise performs a communicative
Director, Silent Voice role: parents and teachers, pastors and pastoral workers,
communication professionals and others who carry out

| social or political service.
are I ... In the Church, too, there is a great need to listen to
and to hear one another. It is the most precious and life-

giving gift we can offer each other.
BAPTISMS

This weekend we welcome Noah Santos Al Hariri
and Valentina Rosa Buttita, who join our
Christian Community through the sacrament of
Baptism. We congratulate their families and support
them with our Vo \
prayers, as they do
their best to help
these children grow
into mature
Christians.

.. A synodal process has just been launched. Let us pray
that it will be a great opportunity to listen to one another.
Communion, in
fact, is not the
result of strategies
and programmes,
but is built in
mutual listening
between brothers
and sisters.”

lThe Seniors’ Group meets every Wednesday | | Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, every :
' at 12:30 pm in the Lower Hall. Thisis alwaysa | | Wednesday evening, from 7:00 to 8:00 pm. Includes |
! | great opportunity to spend a couple of hours : ' prayer of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Holy |
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| together have a chat and a drink, and, of course, ' Rosary.
! play a few games of BINGO. All are welcome.
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